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The Ventura Lewis Family (Buky & Theresa)  

Serving with Mexican Medical at La Esperanza 

Christmas Outreach 

 

This December, we held one-day 

Christmas VBS programs in four different 

communities (Pancho Villa, San 

Francisco, San Simón, and Paseo de San 

Quintín), with close to 500 children 

participating!  The children watched a 

Christmas play, sang, colored a nativity 

scene, and received a backpack or 

stocking with basic hygiene supplies, 

some school supplies, a toy car or 

sunglasses, and a knitted hat.   

 

On the first day, we planned for 100 

children, but we had about 220 show up.  

Fortunately, we were close enough to the 

mission base that we were able to send 

someone back for more  supplies.  The 

kids were lined up behind the van to 

receive their gifts like it was Black Friday!  

This was such a good problem to have!  

These kids heard about Jesus and we 

didn’t send them home empty-handed.  

 

This outreach 

was made 

possible 

because a 

women’s 

lacrosse team from Shorter University in 

Georgia came to serve with us for the week.  

We were grateful also for the Libby family 

from Mexican Medical who brought the 

team down and joined with us in ministry.   

  

Kids’ Saturday Club 

 

The Kids’ Saturday Club started up again in 

the middle of October.  Around 20 to 30 kids 

come each week.  At the end of October, we 

had a harvest festival.  The children saw a 

drama about the sowing of the seed.  We had a 

costume contest, pizza, games, and candy!  The 

biggest hit seemed to be bobbing for apples.  It 

was a great time to connect with the 

community.  Buky’s biggest reward was when 

10-year-old Javier gave him a big smile and a 

thumbs-up for organizing the event.  

 

In November, the kids were very excited about 

the Baja 1000 off-road race that was coming 

through our area.  The children wait next to the 

December 2014 

Right: Boys from 

Paseo de San 

Quintín receive 

their Christmas 

stocking gift bags 

and homemade 

knitted hats. 

Above: In the Christmas play, Maricela 

(Refugio) is about to share with Benito (Danny) 

the good news of Jesus Christ. 



 

 

The Mountains Will Move . . . Matthew 17:20 Page 2 

highway for the support crews and 

drivers to throw them stickers and 

posters.  So, at Bible Club we tied into 

that by talking about the spiritual race 

that Paul discusses in his letters.  We 

included videos of racing and decorated 

pictures of cars.  The kids couldn’t get 

enough and it was great to see some of 

the older boys participate as well. 

 

This last 

Saturday, 

we gave out 

homemade 

blankets to 

the kids as 

Christmas 

presents.  

The kids 

were so 

thankful 

that they 

were 

coming up 

to us and giving us hugs.  There were 

several kids that were eager to show their 

blankets to their parents.  One girl said 

that whenever she used that blanket, she 

would think of God. 

 

Finding a New Ministry Location 

 

Back in September, we were joined by a 

team from Ridgecrest, CA, along with 

Steve and Jan Crews from Mexican 

Medical.  We were going to hold a health 

fair and we wanted to find a new 

location.  Buky and I drove around 

communities far off of the highway.  We  

wanted to find a very needy community 

and we found one: Paseo de San Quintín.  They 

don’t have water or electricity, and have built up 

their houses with whatever they can find – old 

wood, cardboard, and plastic.  It turned out that a 

mission base is already established in that 

community.  They have a breakfast program 

during the week for the children of farm workers.  

The pastors were eager to partner with us.  We 

ended up holding a health fair there and had just 

over 100 children attend.  The kids decorated 

water bottles, received a 

ditty bag in a back pack, 

and enjoyed some 

watermelon.  Since then, 

we have gone back to 

Paseo de San Quintín 

with a dentist, as well as 

for our Christmas 

outreach. 

 

Gabriel House 

 

At the beginning of October, we went up to the 

Gabriel House, a home for handicapped kids, for 

a day to help support the dental team that was 

there.  Buky helped carry the children from their 

wheelchairs to the mobile dental unit.  He also 

Above: Javier with his new blanket. 

Right: Buky 

prays with 

the kids at 

the        

evangelism 

station at the 

health fair in 

Paseo de San 

Quintín. 

 

Left: Two kids with their    

backpacks and watermelon after 

the health fair. 
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shared his piano with some of the kids and 

kept them company while they were 

waiting their turn for the dentist.  I had 

brought some pictures with me to share 

from my first visit ten years ago.  It was so 

fun to 

catch up 

with all 

of the 

kids and 

see how 

they’d 

grown.  

It was 

fun 

hanging 

out with  

Irene in 

the 

afternoon.  She was a toddler when I first 

met her ten years ago.  She insisted on 

having all of my attention.  She took my 

hand and led me everywhere! 

 

Dental Outreach 

 

Dentist Dr. Miller joined us in early 

November for his 14th trip to La 

Esperanza.  He was accompanied by 

assistants Alia Lynn and Amanda Krajsa.  

Dentist Dra. Bonnie Barajas with Mexican 

Medical also joined the team.  Dave and 

Lynne Johnson brought the mobile dental 

unit and Amy Fuller kept the team fed.   

 

We saw 82 total patients in Camp Vergel, 

Paseo de San Quintín, and at the clinic.  

Dr. Miller fixed a woman’s front teeth.  

She never used to smile because she was 

self-conscious, but she was all smiles after 

she saw her new teeth in the mirror.  An older 

indigenous woman, Paula, mother of ten, came 

through and was missing some of her teeth in 

front.  She had a dark spot on one of her 

remaining front teeth, and she was so grateful to 

have the spot polished away.  It was a simple 

procedure, but it brought her so much joy. 

 

Andrea, who comes to our Saturday Bible Club, 

had heard that we had dentists coming, so she 

told her grandfather to take her to the clinic so 

we could look at her tooth.  She came late in the 

day and our schedule was full, but I didn’t have 

the heart to turn her away.  She came back later 

and we were able to fit 

her in.  The tooth had 

to come out.  I held her 

hand while she 

received her injections.  

She was so brave and 

still happy afterwards, 

giving Dr. Miller a hug.   

 

At one point, we 

realized her 

grandfather was no 

longer waiting in the 

truck.  He had gone 

into our church for 

service.  Apparently, 

Above: Theresa spends some time hanging 

out with Irene at the Gabriel House. 
Above (Left to Right): The dental team:   

Amanda, Dr. Miller, Dra. Barajas, and Alia. 

Above: Andrea from our    

Saturday Kids’ Club, who  

insisted that her grandfather 

bring her to see the dentist. 



 

 

this man had been the assistant pastor to 

Buky’s father, Rafael, many years ago, but 

problems came up in his life and he left the 

church.  So, it was so sweet to see this man 

attend church for the first time in a long time 

because of his granddaughter’s persistence 

to see the dentist. 

 

While the dentists were working during the 

week, Maurilio and his wife Refugio were 

spending time in evangelism with the 

patients.  Twelve patients received Christ 

that week and 3 rededicated their lives.  

Buky and Cris spent time ministering to the 

kids at each location with a Bible story and 

craft. 

 

School Health Fair Outreach 

 

In the middle of November, Gerardo, Cris, 

Buky, and I went up to San Vicente with 

Dave and Lynne Johnson for school health 

fair outreaches.  We visited five grade 

schools and two kindergartens between San 

Vicente and Ensenada during the week.  The 

kids never get tired of nutrition bingo, the 

water bottle ring toss, and the healthy teeth 

bean bag throw.  We were able to give out 

hats to all of the 

children as well.  It 

was crazy to see 

some of the sixth 

graders, because we 

began to teach some 

of them when they 

were first and second 

graders.  We pray that 

they learn to make 

healthy decisions in 

their lives and that 

they give their lives 

to Jesus one day. 

Alicia 

 

In our last newsletter, 

we asked for prayer 

for Buky’s mother, 

Alicia.  After some 

studies, they found 

that she has cirrhosis.  

This is on top of 

thyroid problems and 

diabetes.  The doctor 

was optimistic, 

however, that if she 

eats well and takes 

care of herself, she should be fine.  We 

have another doctor’s appointment in 

January.   

Upcoming Ministry: 

  More to come in March. . .  

Contact Information for Theresa & Buky 

Address for donations: 
Mexican Medical 
7850 Lester Ave. 
Lemon Grove, CA 91945 

 

(Checks made payable to: 
Mexican Medical, with 
indication that they are for 
Theresa Lewis.) 
  
For correspondence: 
include c/o Theresa Lewis 
with address above. 

Phone Numbers: 

Mexican home phone: 
011-52-616-166-7033 

Theresa’s Mexican cell phone: 
011-521-616-111-6394 

U.S. cell (when stateside): 
503-537-8373 

Mexican Medical office: 
619-463-4777 

 E-mail: 
 theresamarielew@yahoo.com 

Please Pray For . . . 
 Good health for Buky’s mom, Alicia 
 Saturday Kids’ Club - that God 

would continue to use it to touch  
children’s hearts. 

 Buky’s visa appointment - We are 
still waiting, but trusting that God 
will bring this about in His perfect 
timing. 

 Wisdom as we begin another year of 
ministry at Clínica La Esperanza. 

Above: The kids play water 

bottle ring toss while     

wearing their new hats. 

Above: Alicia shares 

about her late husband 

Pastor Rafael at a special 

service in November. 


